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UM IN TOP 10 FOR PRODUCING PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEERS
MISSOULA New figures show The University of Montana is ranked No. 10 in the nation for
producing Peace Corps volunteers.
The 2009 list ranks medium-sized colleges and universities with enrollments between
5,001 and 15,000. UM now has 30 alumni serving in the Peace Corps. Last year, the
University was ranked 17th nationally, with 23 volunteers serving abroad.
This year’s improved ranking places UM ahead of universities such as Brown, Notre
Dame and Yale. George Washington University topped the list with 57 volunteers.
The Peace Corps was founded in 1961 by President John F. Kennedy, and more than
195,000 Americans have served in the organization since then - including 727 from UM.
Volunteers have been invited by 139 host countries to work on efforts such as AIDS
education, environmental preservation and information technology.
“The Peace Corps provides a unique opportunity for graduates to use their education
and skills and apply them to the real w orld,” said Peace Corps Director Ron Tschetter. “I am
proud to know that over 3,000 institutions of higher learning are currently represented by
Peace Corps volunteers serving in 76 countries overseas.
“These institutions can be proud of the contributions that their graduates are making in

improving the lives of others around the globe,” he said.
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